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HIGHLANDS OF NAVESINK

by Philip Freneau

These hills, the pride of all the coast,
To mighty distance seen,
With aspect bold and rugged brow,
That shade the neighboring main,
These heights for solitude designed,
This rude resounding shore,

These vales impervious to winds,

Tall oaks that to the tempest bend,
Half Druid I adore.

From distant lands a thousand sails
Your hazy summits greet,

You saw the angry Briton come,
You saw his last retreat.

With towering crest you first appeared
The news of land to tell,

To him that comes fresh joys impart
To him that goes a heavy heart
The lover’s last farewell.

This yours to see the sailor bold
Of persevering mind,

To see him rove in search of job
And leave true bliss behind,

To see him spread his flowing sails
To trace a tiresome road,

By wintry seas, and tempest chas’d,
To see him o'er the ocean haste,

A comfortless abode.

Your thousand springs of waters blue
With luxury to sip,

As from the mountains breast they flow,
To moisten Flora’s lip!

The vast retivements of deer,
When forests round them rise;

Dark groves, their tops in others lost,
That haunted still by Huddy's ghost,

The trembling rustic flies.

Proud heights! With pain so often seen
(with joy beheld once more)

On your firm base I take my stand,
Tenacious of the shore,

Let those who pant for wealth or fame
Pursue the watery road,

Soft sleep and ease, blest days and night,
And health attend those favorite heights

Retirements blest abode.
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“Our Town’

Just a quiet spot in Jersey, by the river and the sea,

And the right amount of neighbors, just enough for you and me
And it’s been this way for quite awhile,

We’re not much for stuffy, pinkey style;

Tho class stands out in all respects

And leaves no one with true regrefs.

They say, some folks, far out at sea,

Can gaze our shores in ecstacy, to see, far out, on dreary nights,
A welcome home, from our Twin Lights.

This beacon, known throughout the world,

Has been a signal, once unfurled, to those far out,

For some who fear, that hope, nearby, is ever near.

Our men, who fish from shore to sea,
Bring back the best, for all to see;
For no town serves a finer meal, than God provides from rod and reel,

But, flood tides, sometimes, far too high,

Invade our town, from seas nearby,

And we who care, and sometimes shout, remember all who are about,
And each is cared for, in it’s way, and all protected, day by day.
Until the floods have left our shore,

And anxious neighbors fear no more.

Tho few in Highlands have a claim,

That ever, will, we reach real fame,

We’re very proud of one such star,

Whose deeds were miles and miles afar,

A lovely lass, who can forget?

Who brought us fame with records set;

The English Channel was her goal; some said, a very foolish role,
But swim she did, the world would see, with Victory, her destiny.
Gertrude Ederie was her name, who brought to Highlands worldly fame,
And, now today, near Twin Lights arc,

We've set aside, a lovely park,

To dedicate, to one so grand, A Thank You from a grateful band
Of simple folks, in a happy town,

To Trudy, who never let us down.

And now, a prayer for those not here,
Who helped us build, in yesteryear,
This town, this place, we love so much
Who cater to the common touch,

Our thoughts, of each and every one,
A simple “Thanks”. a job, well done.

Lt, Charles B. O'Connor
Newark Police Dept. (Ret’d.)






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 2, 1975

7O THE CITIZENS OF HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY

It is a pleasure to join with you as you celebrate your
seventy-fifth anniversary. This is an occasion of
deep pride for you as well as for your fellow
Americans, and I send you my heartiest congratu-~
lations.

Your heritage is in the best tradition of our American
way of life, and your birthday provides an opportunity
for a rededication to the values and ideals that have
made our Nation strong. I know you can be counted
on to take the best of your past -- and build on it in a
way that will realize the promise of tomorrow.

As we approach our Nation's bicentennial your
efforts are especially needed. This great republic
is nearly two hundred years old, but in many ways
we are just getting started. Working together,
united in spirit and sharing the ideas of freedom,
dignity, and opportunity, we can lay the cornerstone
of America's third century and ensure a brighter
future for every American.

R A
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HARRISON A, WILLIAMS, IR., N.1.,, CHAIRMAN
JENNINGS RANDOLPH, W. VA. JACOB K. JAVITS, MN.Y.

CLAIBORNE PERL, R.i. RICHARD 5. SCHWEIKER, PA.

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS. ROBERT TAFT, JR., CHIO

GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. 4. GLENKM BEALL, JR., MD.

WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN. ROHERT T. STAFFORD, ¥T., \u *

THOMAS F. EAGLETOMN, MO. PAUL, LAXALT, NEV. L Hﬁ.ﬂﬁ*ﬂw \@*a*‘@m \@Qﬂﬂaﬁ@

ALAN CRANSTOM, CALIF.
WILLIAM D. HATHAWAY, MAINE
COMMITTEE ON

DONALD ELISBURG, GENERAL COUNSEL LABCR AND PUBLIC WELFARE
MARJORIE M. WHITTAKER, CHIEF CLERK
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

February 12, 1975

The Honorable Cornelius J, Guiney, Jr,
Office of the Mayor
171 Bay Avenue
Borough of Highlands, New Jersey
Dear Mayor Guiney:
I want to extend my heartiest congratulations to all the
citizens of your community as you celebrate Highlands'

75th Anniversary.

Highlands has played an important role in our state in
the past, and I know will continue to do so in the future.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,
arrison A, Williams, Jr.

HAW:arjy
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CLIFFORD P. CASE
NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:
AFPROPRIATIONS

FORENGN RELATIONS
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

Vlnifed Dlafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

February 7, 1975

The Honorable Cornelius J. Guiney, Jr.
Mayor

Borough of Highlands

171 Bay Avenue

Highlands, New Jersey

Dear Mavyor:

It is a great pleasure to send greetings and congratu-
lations to you as Mayor, and to the people of Highlands
on the happy occasion of the celebration of the 75th
Anniversary of the Borough of Highlands.

Highlands is an attractive and forward-looking com-
munity, and its residents are justly proud of their

pleasant and prosperous borough.

May its next seventy-five years be equally bright and
prosperous.

Sincerely,

s (3 Cone

Clifford P, Case
U.S. Senator

CPC:imu
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WELCOME

From the time Henry Hudson gazed upon the Indians and the
British camped in Gravelly Point, Highlands has always been in the
news. Its most unusual location and topography - the river, the ocean
and the hills - give it something that is most attractive.

People love to come to Highlands to eat; it is really the Sea-
food Capital of the East. They enjoy vacationing here with the avail-
ability of marinas, fishing and swimming. Being next door to the new
Gateway National Park and ten minutes from the daily double win-
dows at Monmouth Park Jockey Club, add to the amusements avail-
able.

We in Highlands are grateful for our natural gifts and we ap-
preciate all the visitors and friends who, along with us, take advan-
tage of them.

On behalf of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High-
lands, I bid you welcome to our Diamond Jubilee Celebration.

Cornetius J. Guiney, Jr.
MAYOR
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The World-Famous Budweiser Clydesdale Horses, Eight Tons
of Champions, are coming to Highlands this summer to help us to
celebrate our 75th Anniversary. They will appear at Monmouth Park
race track on 22 August 1975 for Highlands Day at the Races, and,
on 23 August, will participate in the Anniversary Parade along Bay
Avenue. The following is a brief history of the magnificent Clydes-
dales:

In the early days, Anheuser-Busch used beautiful horses and brewery
wagons to deliver beer. The echoing clip-clop of hooves on city streets was as
much a part of the sound of those times as the streetcar bell and later the
sputtering noises of the horseless carriage.

Prohibition changed all that. Since there was no beer to sell, the brew-
ery naturally had to close its stables. Anheuser-Busch went into other types of
business activities...soft drinks, commercial yeast and other products,

But the Busch family were still brewers at heart. When the repeal of
prohibition appeared certain, August A. Busch, Jr. planned a special way to
commerate repeal. He secretly bought a team of Clydesdale horses and had them
trained to pull a huge brewery wagon.

On 8 April 1933, the day after probibition was repealed, August, Jr.
asked his father to join him on Pestalozzi Street outside the Brewhouse to see
his new car. When they reached the street, August, Sr. stopped in his tracks.
instead of the expected automobile, there stood the magnificent Clydesdale
hitch with its eight horses, gleaming leather and brass harness and shining
Budweiser wagon.

Today the Clydesdale hitch is seen from coast to coast in state fairs,
horse shows and parades. The Clydesdales have won hundreds of trophies and
ribbons, They appear in the Rose Bowl Parade every year.

When they -put on an exhibition, the Clydesdales pull the 3% ton
wagon in a series of intricate maneuvers. The driver holds eight separate reins
laced through the fingers of both his hands. He has individual control of each
horse. And they're trained to respond to his slightest command, First right,
then left. Slower! Faster! Circle! Back up! Years ago these skiils were necessary
as horse-driven brewery wagons made retail deliveries, jack-knifing the wagon
into a dock or unloading zone with the precision and deftness comparable to

the present-day tractor-trailer driver,

The geldings in the Hitch have earned their championship rating
through the years. Particularly outstanding champions weil known among
Clydesdale breeders have been: Sir James, Gowry lLad, Belleau Commander,
Commandodene, Sailor, Charmadene, Mable MacDonald of Belleau, Dunsyre
Silver King, Bardrilt May Morn, Newton's Peggy Supreme.

With feathers on their legs flying and thunder coming from their
huge hooves, the Budweiser Clydesdale 8-Horse Hitch is an awesome sight of
power as they majestically prance by on parade, Many wonder how such power
can be controlled. Actually, the Clydesdales are as gentle as they are big. In
spite of the enthusiasm of the occasion, the Clydesdales remain amazingly
calm, proving that they are “The Gentle Giants”,
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SPRY AT 91, OLDEST NATIVE RAISES FLAG

The youngest spectator at the historic event was the weeks
old granddaughter of Mr. & Mrs. Victor Rosetti, but alt eyes were on
the Borough’s oldest native, Mrs. Hubbard Stiles, as she proudly rais-
ed the official Bicentennial Flag in ceremonies in front of the High-
lands Borough Hall on Monday, 2 June 1975.

The ceremonies were sponsored by the Highlands Jubilee and
Bicentenniai Committee with Mrs. Joseph Dempsey, Chairperson.

Presentation of the Flag, signifying that Highlands has com-
pleted a plan for special commemorations of the country’s 200th
birthday, was made to Mayor Cornelius J. Guiney, Jr. by a represen-
tative of the state American Revolution Bicentennial Association. An
accompanying certificate recognizes Highlands as an official Bicen-
tennial Community.
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Department. When Highlands incorporated in 1900, a store was pur-
chased on Bay Avenue and converted to house the pump and the
new hand-drawn hook and ladder wagon. In 1903, the Highlands
Star Hook and Ladder Company organized and the original Seaside
Company changed its name to Columbia Hose Company.

The department joined the New Jersey Firemen’s Relief As-
sociation in 1907.

Automation came to Highlands firemen in 1921 with the pur-
chase of a solid-tired, chain-driven Buill Dog Mack Pumper. A Mack
hook and ladder was added in 1923, and an American La France 500
gallon pumper joined the expanding equipment in 1929,

From the days when an iron ring was struck by a sledge
hammer to summon firemen until to-day, when firemen respond to
three huge electric sirens, the Highlands Fire Department has had a
most distinguished career.

The 50 man volunteer fire department of today, celebrating
its 75th Anniversary, includes among its members the oldest active
fireman in New Jersey - Henry Quest with 53 years in the depart-
ment - and the smallest active fireman in New Jersey - Osborn Sickles
with better than 15 years in the department, the most recent 2 years
as Chief of Fire Police. The Highlands Fire Department also has a
Ladies Auxiliary with 23 members.

As a member of the Mutual Aid Service of Monmouth
County, the Highlands Fire Department will answer calls for assis-
tance in any area of Monmouth County in addition to its normal
service area of Highlands, Gateway National Recreation Area, and
parts of Middletown Township.

The Fire Department is equipped with three pumpers with a
combined capacity of pumping 3300 gallons of water per minute, a
hook and ladder with a reach of up to 50 feet and heavy-duty genera-
tor and lighting system, a heavy-duty auxiliary pickup truck with
rescue equipment and large Generax system for lighting, a 16 foot
“Boston Whaler” rescue boat and a large submersible pump for draw-
ing water from the river, lakes, etc. The combined forces of equip-
ment enables the men of the Highlands Fire Department to give in-
valuable aid in even the heaviest of firefighting and rescue openmations.
The Department currently handles over 100 calls per year.

In addition to the many festivities planned for this summer
to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of Highlands and the Highlands
Fire Department, the Department itself will be distributing com-
memorative plaques, mugs, and ash trays throughout the season. The
proceeds from the sale of these commemorative items will be used to
continue the fine service provided by the dedicated and unselfish
men of the Highlands Fire Department and their Ladies Auxiliary.
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The history of Highlands and Sandy Hook is filled with
romance, glamour, heartbreak, treachery, dedication and adventure.
Let’s go back through thousands of years of geologic time to begin
our look at the life of this “good fishing place” which was once
known as one of the most beautiful spots in the world.

Mt. Mitcheli, rising 248 feet above the town of Highlands and
260 feet above sea level, is the highest point on the Atlantic Coast of
the United States. Our present day coastline, for all its year-in and
year-out changes, is relatively stable - basically unchanged for many
centuries. At one time, though, eleven thousand years ago, the seas
of the “Jersey Shore” washed most of the Coastal Plain on a line
just to the south and east of the modern cities of Camden and New
Brunswick. Out in the ocean were scattered islands - the occasional
“high” spots such as Mt. Mitchell and other, lower hills of Highlands.
At that time, during an interglacial period, the sea level was 300-600
feet higher than at present because of melting glaciers pouring into
the sea. Then, about four thousand years ago, as the waters receded
and further geologic upheavals pushed the land mass of the continen-
tal shelf upwards, the foreboding topography of the hills of High-

lands was exposed to dry in the sun and become alive with lush
vegetation.

The Highlands hills fall away quickly, precipitously in spots, to
the Bay on the north, the Atlantic Ocean on the east and the Nave-
sink River on the south.

Today, the narrow Peninsula called Sandy Hook is the only
barrier preventing three thousand miles of rolling Atlantic Ocean
from breaking at the foot of the hills of Highlands - though there
were many times when the furious waves were able to punch their
way through in spots. But long ago there was no Hook at all. The
Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers flowed directly into the sea east of
the Highlands. Slowly, though, prevailing currents pushed a narrow
spit of land to the north, uncertainly moving across the river
estuaries - although not completely closing them. The spit lengthened
and, out beyond the full influence of the rivers it widened.

Then, incredibly, the sands, incited by the mischievous ocean,
stood up to the Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers and closed their
mouths, forcing them to flow northward
inside the new Hook.
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The hills of Highlands were always the first landfall for ships
voyaging from Europe to the New York area, and, according to his-
torian Fletcher Pratt, by 25 January, 1664, title to the ground on
the Highlands of Navesink was being purchased from the Indians by
a group including James Hubbard, John Bawne, John Tilton, Jr.,
Richard Stout, William Goulding and Samuel Spear - some of which
names still stand among the list of the borough’s residents. The
price was rather more than that paid for the Island of Manhattan.
This could have been due to the local Indians being shrewder bus-
iness men than their New York brothers or because the fishing was
so much better here.

At any rate, according to Mr. Pratt, there seems to have been
some difficulty about this sale, because Governor Richard Nicolls
had already granted the “Monmouth Patent”, covering the High-
lands of Navesink, and soon after the proprietors of East Jersey,
under a Royal Grant, issued the same grant to other patentees; but
there is no record of how the matter of title was settled, in court or
out of it.

The clear point is that in 1677, Richard Hartshorne purchased
from the Indians, with the proprietors of East Jersey as overseers,
for the usual beads, guns, and firewater a 2,320 acre tract of land
which gave him control of nearly all of Sandy Hook and the High-
lands - then called “Portland Poynt™ - and made him and his family
the first permanent settlers of this area.

The lease specified that Hartshorne was “to enjoy the whole
range and benefit of Herbage and feed for hogs and cattle with pri-
viledge of fowling, fishing, etc., upon the beach called Sandy Hook.
for 21 vears rent: 1 pepper corn, yearly, if demanded. . .”

This agreement has given us an interesting insight into the
Indians’ mode of life and their conflict with the white man. It reads,
in part, “Whereas the Indians pretend that formerly, when they sold
all the land upon Sandy Hook they did not sell, or did except liberty
(retained the right) to get plumbs (beach plums) when they please,
and to hunt upon the land and fish, and to take dry trees that suited
them for cannows (canoes). . .

I, Richard Hartshorne, . . . for peace and quietness sake, and
to the end that there be no cause for trouble with the Indians and
that I may not for the future have trouble with them as formerly I
had, in their dogs killing my sheep. . .I have agreed (to their) plumb-
ing on Sandy Heok, hunting, fishing, fowling, getting cannows, etc..
(they in turn to convey to me) forever... Sandy Hook (and) lands
adjoining to it, (the Highlands of Navesink) in consideration the said
Richard Hartshorne hath paid unto the said Jawavapon, thirteen
shillings...”

It is a tribute to Richard Hartshorne and the other early settlers
of the Bayshore area that in settling here they spilled not a drop of
Indian blood in battle, nor did they take an acre of land without the
consent of the Indians.

Any discussion of the history of the Highlands of Navesink has
got to include, also, the history of Sandy Hook. The two are insepar-
able, though physically separate - they are a team; militarily, in
navigational importance, in fishing and recreation, and in the econo-
mic growth of the area. We have already traced the development of
Sandy Hook geologically through the movement of tides and cur-
rents and we have seen it charted as Cabo de Arenas - now let’s
look at its development in relation to the first stirrings of growth of
the New World.

Sandy Hook, by nature of its geographic location in lower New
York Bay, is one of the most famous navigational landmarks on the
Eastern Seaboard. Extending northward into lower New York Bay
beside the original and, until 1899, the only deep water channel into
New York Harbor, its strategic location has in varying degrees in-
volved it in the discovery, economic development, and military
history of this region.

Some who gazed across the Highlands to New York recognized
the true destiny of Highlands and the Hook - to warn the city of an
approaching enemy, to fight that enemy if he arrived, and, in days of
peace, to guide ships into the harbor. As settlement and control of
the region progressed as New York evolved into an important trade
center in the New World, the need to permanently identify the exist-
ing channel was obvious; as was the need for a lighthouse on Sandy
Hook to prevent any more of the costly wrecks that had already
taken place by 1761 in violent storms, for which the Hook is
notorious.

As early as 1680, Edmund Andreas, English colonial governor
of New York and New Jersey, which was then one province, planned
to build a beacon on the Hook, it must eventually have been destroy-
ed by the sea or outlived its usefulness, for, on 16 May, 1762, the
New York Merchants purchased a four acre site from the Hartshorne
family for a light house. On 11 June, 1764, the Sandy Hook Light
House was lighted for the first time and it still exists today - a
National Landmark as the oldest operating light house in the United
States. The City, and those who come to it by sea, have depended on
that light since 1764.

Of all the legendary ships that found refuge in the Sandy Hook
Bay, none loom larger in tradition and mystery than the Bucaneer
Ship of Captain William Kidd. Many a tale-weaver, down through
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they set fire to his home in Colts Neck. Huddy, who was within and
armed, agreed to surrender if they would help him to put out the
fire. They did agree and started off with Huddy as a prisoner; but
the burning house had attracted the attention of his neighbors, who
sent for help to the nearest guard station, whereupon the local militia
all took their guns down from the mantelpiece and boiled out in pur-
suit. They overtook the vengeful Tories before they reached their
boats at Black Point, Rumson, and during the row, Huddy knocked
out the man who was holding him, jumped overboard, and escaped.

Two years later the Loyalists caught up with him during a raid
and minor battle at the salt works at Toms River, then known as
Dover. Huddy was carried off to the Sugar-House Prison in New
York City and then transferred in irons to a guard ship at Sandy
Hook where the British held him for a short time. On 12 April, 1782,
a party of Tories carried him to Gravelly Point - Highlands - where he
was allowed to write his will. Charged with having cruelly put to
death one Captain Philip White, Captain Joshua Huddy was hanged.
(Philip White had been captured by rebels earlier in Long Branch and
shot while being transported to Freehold. Huddy was not involved in
the shooting, having been in a British prison at the time, but was
hanged merely as an expression of retaliation). Huddy’s body was
found by a party of patriots, who carried it to Freehold and buried
it there.

General George Washington, when told of the hanging, demand-
ed the British turn over to him Captain Richard Lippencott, a Mon-
mouth County Loyalist said to be responsible for the hanging. This
demand was refused and a substitute was offered, who was later re-
leased as a “humanitarian act” of the Continental Congress.

A monument bearing a plaque to Captain Joshua Huddy now
stands in a small park which bears his name at the foot of Water
Witch Avenue in the Highlands near the spot where he was hanged.

In 1796, hotelman Nimrod Woodward bought eight hundred
acres of land on Sandy Hook and built what was probably the first
hotel in the Highlands of Navesink area. The first hotel to be built
in the Highlands proper was the “White House” also built by Wood-
ward in 1815.

The hotel business thrived from 96 until the War of 1812
caused a temporary halt in the operations due to the use of the roads
then on the Hook to bring supplies to the Navy flotilla stationed
there and to the workmen building new fortifications. Since the
War of 1812 was fought over encroachment of British shipping and
the impressment of American seamen, it naturally followed that
Sandy Hook would be brought into play to provide defense for the

vulnerable New York Harbor. From this time. and for a long time
afterwards, strong works were employed in the defense of Sandy
Hook - though the British did maintain an effective blockade of the
Harbor. Whenever British ships were sighted in Sandy Hook Bay, pre-
arranged visual signals were flashed from the Hook to Highlands,
then to Staten Island and to New York to alert defenses there.

After peace was signed with Britain in 1814, the Highlands of
Navesink once again began to bustle with the tourist trade. Many
new hotels were built on Sandy Hook and on the hills of Highlands,
and many new homes sprang up - mostly belonging to visitors from
the cities of New Jersey and New York. Boating became a major
past-time in the area and the Bay was constantly alive with the
glisten of blowing sails. Shipping was in its prime and the romance
of the sea was the common denominator of the era’s literature.

The Water Witch was just one of those fanciful sea-going adven-
tures - launched from the pen of James Fenimore Cooper, author
also of the great American classic, Last of the Mohicans, and consid-
ered America’s first real novelist.







