
Highlands Borough Mayor & Council Special Meeting Agenda 
Community Center 

22 Snug Harbor Avenue, Highlands 
Wednesday, February 20th 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order 
Meeting Statement 
Roll Call 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 6:30PM          
Attorney-Client Privilege: Snug Harbor Park Improvements  
    Form Based Code 

Highlands Business Partnership 
Litigation:   COAH 

Good Neighbors, LLC   
       
REGULAR MEETING:  8:00PM 
Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Approval of Minutes 
July 18th 2018  
July 30th 2018  
August 15th 2018 
September 20th 2018 
October 3rd 2018 
October 17th 2018  
December 5th 2018  
 
Consent Agenda 
R-19-074 Approve Payment of the Bills  
R-19-075  Approve Refund of Taxes  
R-19-076 Setting Forth the Reasons for Adopting Ordinance 19-01 Notwithstanding the LUB  
  Consistency Report  
R-19-077 Amend Open Space Committee Membership 
 
Resolutions 
R-19-078 Authorize Execution of Monmouth County Open Space Grant for Snug Harbor Park  
R-19-079 Authorize Award of Non-Fair & Open Contract to CME for  
R-19-080 Authorize Renewal of Shared Service Agreement with Middletown for Animal Control  
R-19-081 Introduce HBP’s 2019 Budget & Set Hearing for Adoption  
 
Ordinance:  First Reading & Introduction 
O-19-03 Amend Chapter 8-5 of Borough Code, Snow & Ice Removal 
O-19-04  Amend Chapter 8-2 of Borough Code, Excavation in the Public Streets  
 
Ordinance:  Public Hearing & Possible Adoption 
O-19-01  Amend Chapter 21, Article XIV, Section 74 – Prohibitive Uses  
O-19-02  Amend Permit Parking for Residents  
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Other Business 
Administrator’s Report 
Police Chief’s Report  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Adjourn 
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REGULAR MEETING: 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm  
 
Meeting Statement 
As per requirement of Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, notice is hereby given that this is a Regular 
Meeting of the Borough of Highlands Mayor and Council and all requirements have been met.  Notice 
has been transmitted to the Asbury Park Press and the Two River Times.  Notice has been posted on the 
public bulletin board.  Formal Action will be taken.  Time maybe allotted for public comment at this 
meeting.  Each speaker may be allotted a limited time when recognized by the presiding officer.  
Individuals wishing to address the Council shall be recognized by the presiding officer and shall give their 
name, address, and the group, if any, they represent.  Although the Council encourages public 
participation, it reserves the right, through its presiding officer, to terminate remarks to and/or by any 
individual not in keeping with the conduct of a proper and efficient meeting.  The Council will not, 
during the public portion of this meeting, discuss matters involving employment, appointment, 
termination of employment, negotiations, terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of the 
performance of, promotion or discipling of any specific or prospective or current employee.   
 
Roll Call     Also Present:   
      X    Councilmember Braswell       X Andrew Ball, Borough Attorney  
      X  Councilmember Broullon        X Brian Chabarek, Borough Attorney 
      X* Councilmember Mazzola        X  Kim Gonzales, Borough Administer 
      X Councilmember Ryan          X        Rosa Pace, Deputy Clerk 
      X Mayor O’Neil     
 
*Councilmember Mazzola entered the meeting at 6:34pm. 
        
Executive Session  
Attorney-Client Privilege: Snug Harbor Park Improvements  
    Form Based Code 

Highlands Business Partnership 
Litigation:   COAH 

Good Neighbors, LLC   
 
Motion to Approve the Resolution to Enter into Executive Session: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Resolution to enter into Executive Session 
was properly approved. 
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 Council entered Executive Session at 6:35pm. 
 
 Council exited Executive Session at 8:15 pm. 
       
Regular Meeting 
Council returned to the Public Session at 8:21 pm. 
 
Meeting Statement 
As per requirement of Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, notice is hereby given that this is a Regular Meeting of the 
Borough of Highlands Mayor and Council and all requirements have been met.  Notice has been transmitted to the 
Asbury Park Press and the Two River Times.  Notice has been posted on the public bulletin board.  Formal Action 
will be taken.  Time maybe allotted for public comment at this meeting.  Each speaker may be allotted a limited 
time when recognized by the presiding officer.  Individuals wishing to address the Council shall be recognized by 
the presiding officer and shall give their name, address, and the group, if any, they represent.  Although the 
Council encourages public participation, it reserves the right, through its presiding officer, to terminate remarks to 
and/or by any individual not in keeping with the conduct of a proper and efficient meeting.  The Council will not, 
during the public portion of this meeting, discuss matters involving employment, appointment, termination of 
employment, negotiations, terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance of, promotion or 
discipling of any specific or prospective or current employee.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Led by Mayor O’Neil. 
 
Roll Call     Also Present:   
      X    Councilmember Braswell       X Brian Chabarek, Borough Attorney  
      X  Councilmember Broullon        X Patrick DeBlasio, CFO 
      X* Councilmember Mazzola        X  Kim Gonzales, Borough Administer 
      X Councilmember Ryan          X       Rosa Pace, Deputy Clerk 
      X Mayor O’Neil         X   Douglass Rohmeyer, Borough Engineer  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
July 18th 2018 
Motion to Approve the July 18th 2018 Minutes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The July 18th Minutes were properly 
approved. 
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July 30th 2018  
Motion to Approve the July 30th 2018 Minutes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The July 30th 2018 Minutes were properly 
approved. 
 
 

August 15th 2018 
Motion to Approve the August 15th 2018 Minutes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The August 15th 2018 Minutes were properly 
approved. 
 
 

September 20th 2018 
Motion to Approve the September 20th 2018 Minutes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The September 20th 2018 Minutes were 
properly approved. 
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October 3rd 2018 
Motion to Approve the October 3rd 2018 Minutes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The October 3rd 2018 Minutes were properly 
approved. 
 
 

October 17th 2018 
Motion to Approve the October 17th 2018 Minutes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The October 17th 2018 Minutes were properly 
approved. 
 
 

December 5th 2018 
Motion to Approve the December 5th 2018 Minutes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The December 5th 2018 Minutes was properly 
approved. 
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Consent Agenda 
R-19-074 Approve Payment of the Bills  
R-19-075  Approve Refund of Taxes  
R-19-077 Amend Open Space Committee Membership 
Councilmember Mazzola thanked Vin Desantis, the new Open Space Committee member, who was 
present in the audience.  
 
Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Consent Agenda was properly approved.  
 
 

Resolutions 
 
R-19-076 Setting Forth the Reasons for Adopting Ordinance 19-01 Notwithstanding the LUB  
  Consistency Report  
Motion to Approve Resolution 19-076:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 19-076 has been properly 
approved. 
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R-19-078 Authorize Execution of Monmouth County Open Space Grant for Snug Harbor Park  
Motion to Approve Resolution 19-078: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 19-078 has been properly 
approved. 
 
 

R-19-079 Authorize Award of Non-Fair & Open Contract for Professional Services to CME  
  Associates for Preliminary Assessment Services for Snug Harbor Park Improvements 
Motion to Approve Resolution 19-079: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 19-079 has been properly 
approved. 
 
 

R-19-080 Authorize Renewal of Shared Service Agreement with Middletown for Animal Control  
Motion to Approve Resolution 19-080: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 19-080 has been properly 
approved. 
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R-19-081 Introduce HBP’s 2019 Budget & Set Hearing for Adoption  
Motion to Approve Resolution 19-081: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 19-081 has been properly 
introduced.  The public hearing will be held 
on March 20th, 2019. 
 
 

Ordinance:  First Reading & Introduction 
 
O-19-03 Amend Chapter 8-5 of Borough Code, Snow & Ice Removal 
Councilmember Broullon and Mayor O’Neil explained why they were voting the way they were. 
 
Motion to Introduce Ordinance 19-03: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordinance 19-03 has been properly 
introduced.  The public hearing will be held 
on March 6th, 2019. 
 
 

O-19-04  Amend Chapter 8-2 of Borough Code, Excavation in the Public Streets  
Motion to Introduce Ordinance 19-04: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordinance 19-04 has been properly 
introduced.  The public hearing will be held 
on March 6th 2019. 
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Ordinance:  Public Hearing & Possible Adoption 
 
O-19-01  Amend Chapter 21, Article XIV, Section 74 – Prohibitive Uses  
Mayor O’Neil opened the meeting to the public on Ordinance 19-01. 
 
Name:  Kim Skorka 
Address:  Shore Drive 
Discussed reasons why she felt this ordinance would be beneficial to the Borough.  
 
Name:  Trisha Rivera  
Address:  Waterwitch Avenue 
Agreed with Ms. Skorka and asked the Council to consider the benefits and opportunities this ordinance 
would bring to the Borough. 
 
Mayor O’Neil closed the meeting to the public.  
 
Councilmember Broullon, Mazzola, and Ryan addressed the audience to explain their votes on this 
Ordinance.  
 
Motion to Adopt Ordinance 19-01: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordinance 19-01 has been properly adopted. 
 
 

O-19-02  Amend Permit Parking for Residents  
Mayor O’Neil opened the meeting to the public on Ordinance 19-02. 
 
Name: Trish Rivera 
Address: Waterwitch Avenue  
Addressed the Council and stated how she felt the parking Ordinance would impact those on Shore 
Drive. 
 
Mayor O’Neil closed the meeting to the public.  
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Motion to Adopt Ordinance 19-02: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordinance 19-02 has been properly adopted. 
 
 

Other Business 
 
Engineer’s Report 
Mr. Rohmeyer discussed various projects throughout the Borough. A copy of report that was given to 
the Mayor and Council is attached.  
 
Mayor O’Neil asked Mr. Rohmeyer about the timeline of the storm sewer on Valley Street. Mr. 
Rohmeyer provided the following time line:  6 weeks to get storm sewer compartment complete, 3 
weeks for concreate, 2 weeks to pave, and 1 week to restore.  He estimated the project will wrap up 
mid-June. Councilmember Broullon explained the delays in the project due to the water table in that 
area.  
 
Police Chief’s Report  
 
Chief Burton discussed grants and programs that the Borough’s Police Department are involved in.  
 
Open the Meeting to the Public for Comment 
 
Name: Trish Rivera 
Address: Waterwitch Avenue 
Expressed her disappointment with Ordinance 19-01 and its prohibitive uses.  Ms. Rivera addressed Mr. 
Rohmeyer about the Route 36 run off project.  Mr. Rohmeyer explained that at the end of 2018 CME 
met with Middletown Township and Monmouth County to review the impact of the runoff to the 
Borough. Mr. Rohmeyer will be making a recommendation to the Mayor and Council to potentially add 
this project to the Waterwitch and Bay Avenue storm sewer project.  Ms. Rivera asked about the other 
run off areas.  Ms. Gonzales explained the work being done with the NJDOT.  Ms. Rivera asked if there 
are plans available for the Snug Harbor area and Councilmember Braswell stated that they are in the 
surveying stage.  Ms. Rivera expressed concerns with the construction being done on Valley Street and 
the impact on the neighborhood, specifically a resident who reported a crack in her wall from the work 
being done.  Mr. Rohmeyer explained the work activity and he crack had no correlation. Mr.  Rohmeyer 
further explained that damage claims can be submitted after they are confirmed to be caused by the 
work being done.  
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Name:  Kim Skorka 
Address:  Shore Drive 
Questioned the Snug Harbor grants.  Ms. Gonzales explained the funds that would be used.  Ms. Skorka 
addressed Councilmember Ryan and asked with the business vacancies in town what she would like in 
lieu of a cannabis shop. Councilmember Ryan stated other businesses that would be preferred in the 
Borough. Ms. Skorka asked how the vacancies will be filled and Councilmember Ryan stated that she is 
speaking with businesses and this will be discussed at the next Council meeting.  
 
The meeting was closed to the public.  
 
Motion to Adjourn the Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm. 
 
 

 
Motion to Approve the February 20th 2019 Meeting Minutes: 

 
I, Bonnie Brookes, Municipal Clerk of the 
Borough of Highlands, in the County of 
Monmouth, State of New Jersey, hereby 
certify this to be a true copy of the action of 
the Governing Body, at its Council Meeting, 
held March 6, 2019. WITNESS my hand this 
7th day of March 2019. 
 
 
Bonnie Brookes, RMC 
Municipal Clerk  

 
 
Approve:        Attest:      
     Richard W. O’Neil, Mayor      Bonnie Brookes RMC, Deputy Clerk  
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