BOROUGH OF HIGHLANDS
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH

Resolution 20-080

A Resolution Approving the Rehabilitation Manual Also Known as
the Home Improvement Program

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highlands (the “Borough”)filed a declaratory
judgment action captioned In the Matter of the Application of the Borough of Highlands,
Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division-Monmouth County, Docket No. MON-L-
20012-17 (the “Mt. Laurel Litigation”) following the New Jersey Supreme Court’s
decision in the matter of In Re Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey
Council on Affordable Housing, wherein the Supreme Court directed that municipalities
were required to file declaratory judgment actions in the Superior Court to evaluate
compliance with their Mount Laurel obligations in order to maintain immunity from
builder’s remedy litigation; and

WHEREAS the Court appointed Michael P. Bolan, P.P. , AICP to serve as the
Special Master in the Mt. Laurel Litigation to advise the Court and the parties on affordable
housing compliance issues; and

WHEREAS, the Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”) is a Supreme Court
designated interested party in this Mt. Laurel Litigation to advocate on behalf of low and
moderate income households in the State of New Jersey and the County of Monmouth;
and

WHEREAS, the Borough entered into a Settlement Agreement with Fair Share
Housing Center (“FSHC”) which the Court subsequently approved by Order dated
September 23, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement and the Court Order approving the
Settlement Agreement requires the Borough to approve a Rehabilitation program to satisfy
the Borough’s rehabilitation obligation of 65 units;

WHEREAS, the Borough retained CGP&H to develop and administer its
Rehabilitation program and CGP&H prepared a Home Improvement Program which is
consistent with COAH’s regulations;

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highlands believes it is in
the best interest of the Borough to approve and implement the Home Improvement
Program in order to be in compliance with the Court Order and to maintain immunity from
builder’s remedy litigation through July 1, 2025.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Highlands in the County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey that the
Borough hereby approves the Home Improvement Program manual prepared by CGP&H
in order to meet its rehabilitation obligation under the Court approved Settlement
Agreement with Fair Share Housing Center.
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